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The impacts of agriculture [1]
Agriculture is by far the most salient threat to the future of biodiversity, with habitat 
destruction for agricultural land use driving the majority of anthropogenic 
extinctions [2]. The ‘Land-cover Impacts on Future Extinctions’ (LIFE [3]) metric 
quantifies the marginal change in mean extinction risk above background for 
30,000 terrestrial vertebrates. We coupled LIFE with crop and pasture distribution 
data (MAPSPAM, HYDE) and production, consumption, and trade data  (FAOSTAT) via 
an MRIO model to estimate the impacts of food on wild species. This method can 
be used to explore impacts at all scales, from the content of a sandwich, to national 
food policies.
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HELP? Daily per-capita impacts as 
calculated using Mandala purchase data 
(n = ~3600 individuals) are consistently 
(1/3) lower than FAO derived estimates. 
We think this is likely due to 
unaccounted out-of-home purchasing.​
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